
Security Risks in a 
Multi-Cloud World

Multi-Cloud Goes Mainstream

The Risk is Growing 

Cloud Enables Innovation

Multiple Clouds Create 
Multiple Challenges  

Do You Have an Effective 
Cybersecurity Strategy?    

Organizations are embracing multi-cloud strategies and taking 
advantage of emerging cloud native technologies and services. However, 
this can lead to troubling gaps in security as defending assets across 
multiple environments becomes increasingly complex.  

Enterprises have embraced a multi-cloud approach to power  
digital innovation.

Enterprises are moving to multi-cloud to 
take advantage of disruptive new capabilities 
such as serverless functions, containers, 
relational databases as a service, and more—
wherever they emerge.   

Cloud adoption is increasing as organizations are transforming 
their business models and shifting their focus toward speed-to-
market, leading to growth outpacing security.

Security risks and challenges multiply as organizations expand their 
cloud environments and adopt new cloud technologies and services. 

84%
of enterprises have a multi-cloud strategy1 

95%
of industry leaders see the cloud 
as a catalyst to innovation3  

67%
increase in security breaches in the 
last five years5 

80%
of organizations are introducing 

digitally fueled innovation faster than 
their ability to secure it6

Lack of visibility 
across all cloud-

based assets   

Inconsistency 
across security 

capabilities  

Inability to keep up 
with evolving threat 

landscape 

Limited security 
integration with 

DevOps   

Management 
complexity 

69%
of IT decision makers agree cloud 
services can enable organizations 
to more easily adopt emerging 
technologies4   

3.4
different clouds (both public and private) are used by 

organizations to run enterprise applications2

Organizations Should Rethink Their 
Security Strategy

A multi-cloud security strategy should address all important security 
aspects of your organization, including:  

Complete visibility into data, 
assets, and risks in the cloud

Reduced operational 
complexity and cost 

Consistent security for access, 
data, and applications 

Faster time to diagnose 
and resolve incidents  
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Learn more about  
multi-cloud security 
and how to improve your cybersecurity 
strategy in the white paper,  
“The Impact of Multi-Cloud on Enterprise Risk: A 
Guide to Implementing Effective Cybersecurity.”  
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A Multi-Cloud Storm on the  
Horizon
As more organizations embrace multi-cloud strategies to sup-
port the digital innovation they need to adapt, compete, and 
grow, CISOs and other leaders across IT, Operations, and the 
business are increasingly asking whether their  cybersecurity 
strategy is adequate and efficient.
In too many cases, the answer is no.
A recent Accenture “Cost of Cybercrime” study found that the 
combination of expanding threat landscape and new business 
innovation has led to an 11 percent increase in security breaches 
in the last year and 67 percent over the last five years.1   
To mitigate the increasing cybersecurity risk inherent to 
 today’s multi-cloud approaches, companies must reframe 
their security strategy, creating a fresh approach that restores 
end-to-end visibility and control, and enables rapid reme-
diation and efficiency. This is not easy, but it is necessary if 
companies want to innovate safely and grow confidently. The 
key is partnering with an organization that is experienced 
in security transformations—one that has the experience to 
guide organizations along each step of their path to a secure 
multi-cloud environment.

With the right partner, organizations can build an effective, 
coherent, and efficient multi-cloud security strategy that:
• Enables visibility into data, assets, and risk in the cloud.
• Embeds security to protect access to data and applications. 
• Assures faster incident diagnosis and resolution, while 

 reducing complexity and cost.

Accenture and Palo Alto Networks work  closely to 
help companies develop and execute robust, multi-
cloud security strategies. With a history of suc-
cess working together in this space, Accenture is a 
Palo Alto Networks Platinum Alliance Partner with 
 global scale and unrivaled delivery skills. Palo Alto 
 Networks is a leader in providing enterprise and 
cloud security solutions, serving 90 of the Fortune 
100. Together, we are helping organizations secure 
their digital transformation to grow confidently in an 
 increasingly multi-cloud world.
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84% of enterprises have a multi-cloud strategy, with 
applications running, on average, in a combination 
of 3.4 public and private clouds.2

Cloud Innovation Is the Fuel for 
Digital Transformation
Since Amazon Web Services (AWS) launched in 2006, pub-
lic cloud services have become a $200 billion-plus industry.3 
Today this marketplace also includes Microsoft, Google, IBM, 
Oracle, and others, all of whom provide a growing array of 
cloud services.
There is a good reason for the popularity of the cloud: it works. 
Ninety-five percent of industry leaders see the cloud—and 
multiple clouds in combination—as a catalyst to innovation.4 
Individually, the cloud enables innovation at the industry 
level and in the form of new cloud-based and cloud native 
technologies, such as serverless functions, including AWS 
Lambda,  Microsoft Azure® Functions, Google Functions, and 
others. When multiple clouds are combined, the result is even 
more agility and flexibility, including the ability to quickly 
take advantage of disruptive new capabilities wherever they 
emerge—while also pairing specific use cases with the cloud 
provider that happens to be offering the most appropriate 
solution.
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